
Hepatitis C is a virus that causes damage to the liver. It is spread only 
through blood, mainly through sharing needles, and increasingly through 

anal sex. There is no vaccine for hepatitis C.

Your liver has many 
responsibilities.

A few of them include: 
1. removing harmful 
chemicals from your 

blood 2. fighting infection 
3. storing nutrients, 

vitamins, and energy.

110,000 people 
in MA are living 
with hepatitis C.

3 out of 4 infected 
people don’t know it.

HIV can speed up the 
liver damage caused 

by hepatitis C.

30 percent of HIV 
positive people are 
also living with 
hepatitis C.

WANT TO LEARN MORE OR GET TESTED?
You can call the Massachusetts Hepatitis Hotline at 1-888-443-HEPC (4372). Trained Hotline Counselors 
can answer many questions and can provide referrals to other places to get tested and access to 
information about prevention and care.

CDC recommends 
getting tested if you 
were born between 
1945 and 1965.

Adults born from 
1945-1965 are 
5 times more likely 
to have hepatitis C.
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